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29 SIN Ai 
Torah Acharei Mot = "after the death" / Kedoshim = "the holy ones" 
emma Scripture References: Lev 16:1-20:27 // Hebrews 9 


The Torah portion today is a continued call away from uncleanness and a call to 
holiness. It is a call to purity. Chapter 16 deals with the procedure to be used by 
priests on the Day of Atonement. That is called "Yom Kippur" in Hebrew meaning a 
"day of covering". That day was set apart when the high priest would go into the 
Holy of Holies. There in that holiest of places, a lone priest would sprinkle blood on 
a mercy seat that was on the ark of the covenant. This covered the sins of the 
people. 


Chapter 17 deals with the sanctity of blood for what it represents. Chapter 18 sets 
forth the laws of sexual morality. Chapter 19 speaks to practices of morality with 
our neighbor such as being truthful and helpful. Chapter 20 deals with the 
consequences of all of these manners of sin. 


Our New Testament portions tell us that all of this foreshadows our salvation and 
redemption in Jesus. The priests made offerings over and over again for the sins of 
the people, but Jesus provided a sufficient and one-time sacrifice for our sins. 
Unlike the sacrifices of old, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross "cleanses" our sin and 
doesn't just "cover" our sins. The Torah portion called the Jews to be different from 
the world around them. It is a foreshadowing of a call to us to be "in the world" but 
not "of the world." In doing so we live a "blessed" life. A blessed life is an abundant 


life. Jesus said, "I have come that you might have life and have it more abundantly." 
FABER READS THIS ALONE 


16 Now the Lorp spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they 
offered profane fire before the LORD, and died; *and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell 
Aaron your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, 
before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above 
the mercy seat. 

3“Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: ....'4 He shall take some of the blood of 
the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the 
mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. ! 


1 The New King James Version. (1982). (Le 16:1-14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


=» PLEASE STAND NOW AS WE READ OUR PASSAGE FROM HEBREWS TOGETHER 


22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 73 Thus it was necessary for the copies 
of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves 
with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God on our behalf. 75 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest 
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own ....... , But as it is, he has 
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Hebrews 9 


> oe 1/SLIDE 


Principle 1: The Tabernacle was to have a place 
where God could dwell among His people. After 
the Jews left Egypt, God gave Moses instructions 
concerning the building of a tent of meeting. It 
was called the "tabernacle". It was an area 75 FT 
X 150 FT. Inside of that was a small tent called 
the holy place. The tent was about 15FTX30FT. 
The far end of it was ISFTX15FT and that was 
the Holy of Holies. 


Principle 2: The Ark of the Covenant was where 
the blood was applied to cover the sins of the 
people. Jesus' blood cleanses us from our sins. It 
doesn't just cover them. God then gave 
instructions for Moses to build a special box that 
was to contain memories of God's deliverance and 
His greatness. The box was approximately 
3X3 X4ft Die It had large poles that went hrough rings that enabled two men to carry it. 
It contained the two stone tablets making up the 10 Commandments. And, it contained 
Aaron's rod and a pot of Mannah. It was about the size that you see it in the famous 
movie "Indiana Jones and Raiders of the Lost Ark". You will remember in the movie the 
Nazis steal the ark looking for it to give them some sort of supernatural powers. In the 
end when they open it they are consumed by the power of God. 

> SLIDE/Principle 3 and 4 
Flow of Worship Principle 3: The 

tabernacle complex is a 
picture of our spiritual 
journey. 


Ark Altar of Incense Table of Showbread Bronze Laver Bronze Altar 


5. Encd i 4. Wor$hip |3. pa aoc 1. Enter Principle 4: At first, we 
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wilderness. We are apart from God. 
Next was an inviting door of color. It was blue, crimsom, and red. It invited all who 
were lost to have a relationship with God. That door symbolizes Jesus who invites us 
as the door to the father. > 5,6,7 Principle 5: Jesus is the door to the Father. 


"I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture." John 10:9 


As a person entered, they first made a sacrifice and confession. That symbolizes that as 
we enter we don't make a sacrifice; rather we receive a sacrifice. Principle 6:The 
sacrifice we receive is the finished work of Jesus on the cross who died for us. Then 
they approached a bronze laver where they were cleansed and forgiven. Principle 7: The 
laver symbolizes the believer's baptism. It is our first step of submission and obedience 
after coming to Christ. In a believer's baptism by immersion we are identified with Jesus' 
death, burial, and resurrection. 


We are now a child of God and we are in fellowship with Christ who is not only our 
advocate with the Father, but brings us into right standing with God. Our new identity 
is one of righteousness. (2 Cor 5:21) When we walk in the Spirit and do the things 
He puts into our heart to do we are living out our true identity: righteousness in Him. 
> Slid 


Now we are in the Holy Place. The 12 
| pieces of show bread to our right 
remind us that God made provision for 
the 12 tribes of Israel and He makes 
provision for us. Lehem in Hebrew 
means both "struggle" and "bread". 
Our lives do have struggle, but He 
equips to do every good work He has 
planned for us. and in working out 
our salvation through fear and trembling (Phil 2:12) His grace is sufficient. And the 
7 candled Menorah on our left reminds us that seven is perfect. God's way is perfect. 
And perhaps the seven candlesticks remind us that ours is a continual walk in Him 
every day of the week. Our obedience and the fruit of our lives should bring glory to 
Him. Jesus said, "Let your light show shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father who is in heaven." (Matt 5:16) 


Last but not least we see in front of us the small altar where incense was burned. That 
incense symbolizes our prayers that are offered up to Him. David reminds us in Psalm 
141 verse 2, "Let my prayer be directed as incense in Thy sight; the lifting up of my 
hands, as an evening sacrifice." Those prayers go directly to heaven. Jesus is our High 
Priest and He is there advocating for us. (Hebrews Ch 8) 


In our Torah portion today we saw that Aaron was the only one (and later the high 
priest) who could go through the veil, bridging the separation from God. He did this 


by sprinkling the blood on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant. Our High 
Priest is the Lord Jesus himself. The disciple John writes, 


My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 1 John 2:1 


This whole process starts with a relationship with God. It is not through any good 
works that we have done that we are brought into right relationship with Him. 


The Apostle Paul tells Titus, "3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived 
and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being 
hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior appeared, *he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because 
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit, ° whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, 
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
Titus 3 


Salvation and a relationship with God depend on a person acknowledging that he or 
she cannot cross that distance from being apart from God to being in God's presence 
without Jesus. A person needs atonement. A person needs a sacrifice for purification. 
The tabernacle was designed to be a picture of what Jesus did for us. The book of 
Hebrews teaches that, in the heavenly Temple, the death and resurrection of Jesus the 
Messiah was the equivalent of the high priest's entrance into the Holy of Holies on 
earth. 


"For Messiah did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. ... He has been 
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:24-26) 


God has made a wonderful way of redemption through the death and resurrection of His 
righteous and perfect Son. When a person places faith in Jesus there is redemption, 
salvation, and the wonderful forgiveness of sins. This forgiveness of sins is through 
Yeshua HaMeshiah "Jesus The Christ", Jesus the anointed and Holy One. 


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son that whosoever believeth 
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. Nicodemus asked "Lord how can this all 


happen.?" 


Jesus answered, "You must be born again." - LET US PRAY 


Faber McMullen is pastor of Union Grove Baptist Church. Union Grove is one of the 
oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating back to 1844. Pastor 
McMullen may be reached by email at uniongrove362 @ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 
15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 Tel: 936-825-1227 


BAPTISM 


Today in our congregation we are blessed to have a person who has made that step of 
faith and he has placed his faith and trust in Jesus as his Messiah and Lord. Let me 
explain what is about to happen. 


These photos show and ancient Jewish Mikvah and a modern Jewish Mikvah 
There is no doubt that Jesus was baptized by full immersion 


On our trip to Greece last year, our guide asked me, "What exactly do Baptists believe?" 
It is a wonderful question because there are gross misconceptions about what it means to 
be a Baptist. Some folks think that being a Baptist means "we don't dance and we don't 
chew and we don't go with girls that do." In other words we are identified by things we 
typically "don't do". Baptists are not defined by what we may or may not choose to do in 
our freedom in Christ, rather we are defined by the Lord Jesus and how we live out our 
obedience to Him. Let me explain. 


Baptists - are called Baptists because we practice a Believer's Baptism by total immersion 
in water. This is how Jesus was baptized. It does not "save" us nor is it needed for our 
salvation. It is our first act of obedience as a Christ-Follower. There is no incidence in 
the New Testament of someone accepting Christ without being almost immediately 
baptized (other than the thief on the cross) This leads to the question of "what does it 
mean to be a believer?" It is what we've just been talking about. It is a belief and 
understanding that: 


1) All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

2) The payment for sin is eternal death. (Romans 6:23) 

3) While we were yet sinners Messiah Jesus died for us. (Romans 5:8) 

4) If you confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord and you believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead you are saved. 


We do this in the same manner that Jesus did it as a Jew: By total immersion only and 
with the believer having total understanding of what they are doing. In the church, we 
call that the age of accountability. 


Move to Baptismal Font 


1) Tomas Interiado, do you realize and accept that you and all others have sinned and 
that you have fallen short of the glory of God? - YES 


2) Tomas Interiado, do you realize that the penalty for your sinful condition is eternal 
death separated from God for eternity? - YES 


3) Tomas Interiado , do you know that Jesus died for you even while you were still a 
sinner? - YES 


4) Tomas Interiado, do you now believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord and do you 
confess with your mouth that God raised Him from the dead? - YES 


Tomas Interiado, because of your profession of your faith in Christ, I now baptize you 
my brother in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


Pastor - to totally immerse the candidate under the baptismal waters. 
"Based upon your profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, | now baptize you in the 


name of the Father and Son and Holy Ghost. Buried with Him in the likeness of His 
death, raised with Him in the likeness of His ressurrection to walk in the newness of life." 


